
 

 



 

The administration and staff of Hephatha Lutheran School (HLS) welcome      

International Students to our campus as a mutual opportunity to learn about 

our cultures, and to witness our Christian faith.  The International Student       

Mission of HLS provides domestic and international students alike a rare      

partnership opportunity for global preparedness through honor, leadership 

and service.  These opportunities are the heart of our HLS Learner Outcomes: 

Honor, Lead, Serve...through the Faith. 

 

HLS limits the number of International  Students in the classrooms, ensuring that 

teachers can adequately-meet the needs of all students, both domestic and 

international, and to facilitate integration with English-speaking students. 

 

Welcome  I  欢迎 



 

 

About Hephatha Lutheran School 

关于 Hephatha 路德派学校 
Founded in 1983, Hephatha Lutheran School (HLS) is a Pacific Southwest      

District school of the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church, which is a “family" 

of over 2000 schools nationwide, including Crean Lutheran High School and 

Orange Lutheran High School.  HLS is fully accredited by the Western             

Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and the National Lutheran 

Schools Association (NLSA). 

 

HLS strives to be on the cutting-edge of technology and academics.        

Classrooms are equipped with interactive Promethean Boards and computers.  

Our Library and Tech Lab is equipped with 25 networked computers, including 

3D printers.  Our curriculum is broad-based, and meets or exceeds California 

State requirements.  We maintain a collegial relationship with the staff of      

Orange Lutheran High School and Crean Lutheran High School, and our local 

public high schools and the curriculum they embrace.  As a result, many of our 

students register in advanced-placement classes upon entering high school, 

and a high percentage of our alumni have gone on to receive degrees from 

an impressive list of colleges and universities. 

 

We are blessed to have the opportunity to offer many extra-curricular and    

co-curricular choices for our students:  Student Leadership, Academic Gym, 

Homework Club, Science Team, Youth Groups, and Physical Education (PE).  

We also offer: 

Music:   String, Band, Worship and Vocal Music Programs 

Athletics:   Football, Basketball, Volleyball & Track & Field 

Fine Arts/Electives:  VEX Robotics, Furniture Refinishing, Sewing/Quilting, Art,  

    and Creative Writing, just to name a few. 



 

 

Hephatha’s International Program started in 2013 as an extension of the 

Church’s School Ministry.  We are authorized through the Student Exchange 

Visitor Program (SEVP) to issue I-20 forms and accept full-time international  

students, and we are authorized under federal law to enroll non-immigrant 

students. HLS accepts full-time international students from 3rd-8th grade. The 

school also offers short term social winter and summer camps for individual or 

groups 3rd-8th.  Camp students are not fully enrolled, but do participate in all 

of the activities in the classroom.   Camp students will receive a participation 

certificates, but not a report card.   

 

Student Success:  International students are subject to the same rules and    

expectations as domestic students who live in the U.S. and attend HLS.  We  

offer several ways to help your International Student grow and learn in English, 

while being culturally immersed in a safe and loving environment: 1) students 

are given individual support through our Resource Department; 2) weekly 

meetings during the school day ensure that the student is understanding the 

curriculum in English, and at that time, assignments may be varied,               

depending on the level of the English Language Learner (ELL), and 3) English 

as a Second Language (ESL) courses are offered once a week, after school, 

for direct English language instruction.  The ESL course includes English          

vocabulary, grammar, listening and speaking practice.  Additional TOEFL  

classes may be provided upon request.  English and Resource courses are 

taught by the same instructor, who is experienced in working with second   

language learners. 

About our International Program 

关于我们的国际项目 



 

 

Application Process  I  申请流程 

Step 1: APPLY 

 Please visit the International Student page on our website:                                                                  

http://hephatha.net/school/international-student-information/ 

 Review the application requirements . 

 Complete and submit the HLS International Application Packet.  This form 

can either be downloaded and filled out or printed and completed by 

hand.                     

 A list of all additional documents is provided in the checklist.  

 Print two (2) copies of the completed application. Keep one (1) copy of the 

application for your records, and submit the second copy to the Hephatha 

International Admissions Department.  

   Instructions for submission of the completed application: 

     1.  Email Option: Complete, sign, and email the required forms to 

nbo@hephatha.net.  

2.  Mail Option: Complete, sign, and mail all required forms to:                                                             

Hephatha Lutheran School                                                                                                     

Attn: International Admissions Department                                                                                    

5900 E. Santa Ana Canyon Road                                                                                            

Anaheim, CA, 92807                                                                                                            

3.   Submit in Person Option: Email or call the International Admissions         

Director to make an appointment for a visit.  Email Nikki Bo at 

nbo@hephatha.net or call 714-637-0887 x100. 



 

 

Step 2: APPLICATION REVIEW  
Upon receipt of HLS’s International Application Packet and the required    

documents, a file will be created and reviewed by the International              

Admissions Director and the Principal.  Once the application is reviewed and 

the applicant is determined to meet HLS’s admissions criteria, the student's 

parents/guardians will be contacted through e-mail by the International      

Admissions Office in order to set up a personal interview with HLS’s Principal.  

Depending on the applicant’s location, the interview can be arranged as     

either a face-to-face conversation, or via Skype, Facetime, or WeChat.  The 

interview is designed to get to know the applicant, and assess his/her English 

proficiency. **HLS reserves the right to deny any application which does not 

meet the criteria for acceptance.**                                                                                        

Step 3: NOTIFICATION OF THE APPLICANT 
Following the interview, the Principal of HLS will determine the applicant's     

enrollment status.  Following this decision, HLS will notify the applicant of his/her 

enrollment status via e-mail.  The final decision regarding any applicant's      

enrollment, domestic or international, remains with the school's Principal.  

Step 4: REGISTRATION 
 Once an applicant has been accepted, the parents/guardians must pay 

two fees: a one-time International Student Fee (which covers postage,   

clerical work, etc.) and HLS’s yearly registration fee. 

 Following the receipt of these fees, HLS’s International Admissions Office will 

begin creating and registering the applicant's 1-20 paperwork forms, as    

required by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

 Once completed, it will be sent via U.S.P.S mail to the applicant's home   

address, as it is listed on the application documents.                                                                   

Application Process  I  申请流程 



 

 

Step 4:  REGISTRATION (Continued) 
 Applicants and their parents will then make an appointment at their nearest 

U.S. Embassy or Consulate for an interview. Applicants must carry their 1-20 

document with them to the interview. A fee for the F-1 Visa will be charged 

by the embassy or consulate before it releases the Visa. 

 Upon the successful  completion of their embassy/consulate interview and 

the submission of the fee, applicants will receive an F-1 Visa for their       

passport and permission to enter the United States as a student. 

 Upon their receipt of their F-1 Visa, the applicant must pay the entirety of 

their yearly tuition.   Please Note: Students who withdraw, transfer, or who 

are asked to leave Hephatha prior to the completion of the First Trimester 

(twelve weeks) can request a pro-rated tuition refund.  Following the First  

Trimester, however, no tuition refunds will be provided for any cause.  

Step 5: ARRIVAL IN THE UNITED STATES 
 According to United States Department of Homeland Security, International 

students with an F-1 Visa may arrive no earlier than one month prior to the 

first day of school, which typically occurs during the last week of August. 

Therefore, students should plan on arriving in Southern California no earlier 

than the end of July.  Students who plan to visit the United States with a B-1 

Visa (typically provided for vacation trips to America) will need to leave the 

country and come back under the provisions of their F-1 Visa.  Prior to the 

beginning of the school year, the student will meet with the International  

Admissions Director on campus. During this time, the student and his/her 

family will meet his/her teacher(s), answer any questions or concerns the 

family may have, and go over all of the requirements for the school year. 

Application Process  I  申请流程 



 

 

 

Thank You I  谢谢 


