
The Abc’s of kindergarten
Welcome to Kindergarten! Kindergarten is a magical year, and I am delighted to have 
your child in my class!  Below you will find a few things that will help your child ease 

into Kindergarten, and our classroom in general.
absences and attendance: kindergarten  begins at 8:30 A.m. and ends at 2:45 p.m. Students who 
arrive after the school day has begun must report to the school office to obtain an admission slip 
before being admitted to class. After the first 5 unexcused tardies, a note will come home with all 
the tardy dates for you to review. parents are encouraged to use the school app when their child is 
absent. if you know you are going to be absent for an extended period of time, please let me know 
so i can get some work prepared. 

backpacks: each kindergarten student should bring a backpack with them each day to school. 
Backpacks are needed to hold folders, lunches, blankets and other supplies. Please be sure to send a 
good size backpack that is able to hold these items. 

book orders: Scholastic Books order forms will be sent home in your child’s folder throughout the 
year. Please feel free to order as many books as you would like! You will find a link on my website 
where you can order the books. no need to send me a check with an order form. They will be shipped 
to my classroom and then sent home in your child’s backpack. I appreciate all orders as I also earn 
points to redeem for fun stuff for our classroom!



chapel: Chapel is weekly here at hephatha and usually occurs on wednesday. It may be rescheduled 
to some thursdays or fridays depending on the week. Kindergarten is responsible for hosting a 
Thanksgiving Chapel in the fall, right before thanksgiving break. when hosting, we will 
provide the message and songs for the service and welcome parents to join us. please be sure to 
send your child to school in their chapel wear on wednesdays.  a small envelope will be placed 
in your child’s folder at the beginning of the week. if you would like to send chapel offering, 
please place it in the envelope and back in the folder by wednesday.

classroom management: 
marble jar (group behavior) Students can earn marbles for our jar or have them taken out 
depending on their behavior. The goal is to fill the jar. Once the jar is filled the class earns a 
special reward.

clip chart (individual behavior). Each student will have their own clip for our clip chart, starting 
each day out on the green section labeled “Ready to Learn”. Depending on their behavior, a 
student can clip up to blue, purple or pink for good, great or outstanding behavior. Clipping 
down to yellow, orange or red can result in a warning, consequence or parent contact. Behavior 
calendars will be sent home each day in your child’s folder so you know how their day went. Please 
look at the calendar with your child and initial it. If your child had a yellow, orange or red day, 
please ask them why and discuss the importance of good behavior. If your child had blue, purple, or 
pink, praise them for their day. This calendar should stay in your child’s folder and be returned to 
school each day. 

conferences: Kindergarten parents will attend a conference towards the end of the first 
trimester. A sign-up sheet will be posted prior to the date where you will be able to fill in a day 
and time according to your convenience. Additional conferences may be scheduled 
throughout the year if needed.

daily folder: A folder will come home daily in your child’s backpack. please be sure to check the 
folders each day. school work or school documents will be in there. Work that is graded maybe 
be taken out. Forms that need to be signed should be returned in the folder. A behavior sheet 
will also be in there for you to review and sign. 



email: communication is key in your child’s success!. please feel free to email me with any 
questions or concerns. i am available to answer before and after school. 

hwilliams@hephatha.net

field trips: Kindergarten has 5 wonderful field trips throughout the year. trips include 

- Riley’s Apple Farm
- Tanaka Farms Pumpkin Patch
- Crab Lab Dana Point
- Wise Guys Pizza
- OC Zoo at Irvine park

Each trip requires a permission slip and payment. Field trip attire consists of a red Hephatha 
polo shirt, pants, socks and shoes. Car seats must be provided for students on trips where they 
will be accompanied by another parent. A bus will be provided for parents and students for the 
trip to Riley’s Apple Farm. 

gods superstars: Throughout the school year I encourage you to work with your child and help 
them to learn:

• their birthday
• their home address
• their phone numbers
• how to tie their shoes

A worksheet with the heading, “God’s Superstars” will be placed in your child’s daily folder, 
and should stay in the folder until completed. Once your child has mastered a concept, please 
fill out the specific area on the worksheet and send it back in their daily folder. Upon mastery, 
their name will be added to our “God’s Superstars” bulletin board.



homework: a homework packet will come home at the beginning of each month and is to be 
completed by the end of the month. i ask that you do not complete the work for your child but 
rather guide them through the concepts. each page should be completed in pencil when writing 
and crayon when coloring.

a Bible verse will be found each week on our weekly newsletter with a coloring sheet to 
complete as well. my goal is for your child to be able to recite the verse on their own to me by 
the end of the week. the verse will be graded on a form and sent home in the folder.

injury and sickness: if your child is injured or becomes sick at school, the front office will 
contact you or the person you listed on your emergency form. please be sure to have an 
emergency phone number on file. please let me and the front office know of any changes made 
to your emergency form throughout the year. 

jesus: kindergarten students are going to learn all about Jesus. He loves us so much and we 
will feel His love every day in our classroom. 

kindergarten skills: The skills we practice daily in Kindergarten are the building blocks for 
your child's future success in school, and in life. 

lunches: kindergarten students are encouraged to bring a lunch each day as we are a full day 
program. please be sure to send a full lunch with a morning snack. reusable water bottles are 
encouraged as we have a refillable water bottle station. hot lunch will be available for 
purchase as well.

monthly projects: Each month your child will have the opportunity to complete a project with 
their family. Directions will come home in your child’s folder letting you know exactly what 
to do and when the project is due.  Extra copies can always be found on our classroom website. 
Projects will be displayed in the room for the month and then sent home or stored in your 
child’s portfolio. 



newsletter: At the beginning of each week a newsletter will be emailed to you with important 
information about Kindergarten. Please read over it so you are up to date on homework, 
special dates, and events.

office: much of the school’s business is handled in our front office. mrs. howard is our school 
secretary and would love to help you with any questions or concerns. when volunteering, 
please check in with the front office and sign in.

parties: We will make time to celebrate birthdays on or around a student’s birthday date. 
Parents may provide treats for students during school hours. Please accompany these treats 
with cups, plates, napkins, etc. and be cautious of food allergies.

We will have class parties throughout the year, depending on the season or holiday. Parents are 
welcome to attend them and celebrate with us. We can always use volunteers during these 
parties as well to help with the activities, treats and transitions.

personal items: Please label your child’s jacket, backpack, lunchbox, and any other personal 
items that he/she will frequently bring to school.  It is easy for items to get mixed up with 
other friend’s items, or for items to end up in the lost and found. 

portfolios: The work kept at school is organized into a portfolio binder according to the 
month it is completed and is sent home at the end of the year.

quiet time: Kindergarten will have a quiet time in the afternoon for the first half of the 
year. This is a time for students to relax and rest from their busy day. During this time, I will 
read Bible stories or we will listen to calming music. If students fall asleep during rest time, 
I will allow them to sleep for a short time. Please send a small blanket for your child to lay on 
during this time. blankets will be kept at school during the week and sent home at the end of 
the week to be washed.



recess: kindergarten students will have the opportunity to play and run around at recess 3 
times throughout the day. our first recess will start with a snack. each student will be able to 
choose 1 or 2 items to eat before playing. our second recess will come right before we eat lunch. 
here at hephatha we let the kids run around and play before eating our lunch meal.   

report cards: Kindergarten students are formally assessed three times throughout the year, 
with report cards coming home at the end of each trimester. Some assessments are kept at 
school while others are sent home. report cards should be reviewed by you and can then be kept 
at home. please sign and return the envelope it comes in. 

schedule: kindergarten students will follow a daily schedule that will be displayed each 
morning on our board. a daily schedule sets expectations and also helps children feel safe and 
secure as they know what will come next. 

share days: I will be assigning your child one day each month to bring in a share item based 
on the color we are focusing on that month. Please ensure that it is small enough for your 
sweetie to manage and hide in a bag. A sheet with three clues should be attached so your child is 
able to describe the item for others to guess. Toys are only allowed on monthly sharing days or 
as a special reward. 

star student: Each student will have an opportunity to be the star student for a week! I will 
send out a schedule letting you know when it is your child’s turn. Here is what the week will 
look like:

Monday- Student shares his/her poster with the class. 
Tuesday- Student shares “Star of the Week page” with the class. 
Wednesday- Student brings his/her favorite book to the class, 
Thursday- Other students try to guess a mystery item.
Friday- Student shares Hephatha Flat Stanley journal with the class.  



themes: kindergarten themes will be included in the weekly newsletters sent home so that you are 
aware of what we are learning about and any fun activities that go along.

units: kindergarten students will be introduced to different units throughout the year in math, 
science, social studies, language arts, and jesus time.

volunteer hours: Extra hands are greatly appreciated, and I will jump at the chance to snag any 
parent who is sweet enough (or brave enough!) to donate time! Parents are also welcome to donate 
supplies or other items throughout the year to earn hours. examples include prepping art projects, 
teaching a pe lesson, donating school supplies, and participating  on a field trip or during a party.

website: Please check out our classroom website weekly.  There you will find classroom forms, 
newsletters, photos of the kiddos and so much more.

xtra clothes: i encourage you to send an extra pair of clothes each day in your child’s backpack. while 
kindergarten students should be full potty trained, we all know accidents happen. should your child 
not have extra clothes, some will be borrowed from the front office. please wash and return when 
done. 

your info: I want you as a parent to be satisfied and feel at ease with every aspect of your child’s 
education. i am always open to suggestions and willing to do what i can to best meet the needs of 
you and your child. 

zip: before we know it, this year will be over. please be assured that i will do my best to make this 
school year an enjoyable time for your child, but also a time filled with real learning. 

In His Amazing Name,

Hillary Williams


